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Schaap Discusses the Complexity of Ethnicity and Faith
"Ethnicity is much more than accent,"
said James C. Schaap, professor of English
at Dordt College, when he presented his
lecture "Burning the Wooden Shoes: An
Oral History Approach to Ethnicity in the
Christian Reformed Church" on November
17 on Dordt's campus.
The lecture, which was part of the
celebration of 200 years of good relations
between
the
United
States
and The
Netherlands, attracted students and faculty
of Oordt College as well as local and area
people. Laughter from the audience accompanied many of Schaap's examples from his
CRC Family Portraits which appeared this
past year in several issues of The Banner, a
publication
of the Christian
Reformed
Church.
But the main thrust of Schaap's lecture, including the title of the lecture, was in
reference to a Banner cover (1113/80) which
showed a pair of wooden shoes aflame.
Schaap's
lecture also referred to Rev.
Andrew Kuyvenhoven's editorial in which
Kuyvenhoven
stated,
"The
Dutch
Americans have been much more American
than Dutch for many years, but they did not
know it. There are whole tribes of people in
Michigan who call themselves 'Hollanders,'
but they are as American as hamburger and

apple pie."
Schaap, however, through his interviews with members of the Christian Heformed Church found that there is "an intimate link between ethnicity and faith as it
exists in the Dutch/American
members of
the Christian Reformed Church."
Years ago for new immigrants to the
United States and Canada, the church was
both a religious and social center. "In the
CRC," said Schaap, "the immigrant
ex·
pertence pressed ethnicity so deeply into
the practice of faith that today even subsequent generations-125
years after the
denomination's
birth-admit
the difficulty
of extracting the old cultural background
from the silhouette the denomination cuts
against the backdrop of American
and
Canadian church life."
What Kuyvenhoven misses in his Banner
editorial.
Schaap said, is the complex
nature of ettmtcttv
in the CRC. What it
means to be Dutch, Schaap said, can be
defined anywhere from following a set of
mores and standards
to whether
one
mashes one's carrots in one's potatoes.
According to Schaap, definitions
of what
church means also differ. Members of the
CRC in the United States define church as
the place where they worship; Canadian CRC

De .long .loins Faculty

Fred De Jong
Fred De Jong, a graduate of Dordt
College, joined Dordt's faculty and staff
half-way through the first semester and is
teaching sociology courses.
De Jong received his bachelor's degree

in psychology from Dordt in 1975. He also
holds a Master of Social Work degree and a
Master of Arts in Public Affairs, which he
received from the University of Minnesota
in 1979and 1980, respectively.
From
1975-1977
his
graduate
traineeahip was funded by the federal Administration on Aging. In 1981 he received
his certification
from the Academy of Certified Social Workers, a professional
certification of experienced social workers.
De Jong served as the Director of the
Area Agency on Aging in Slayton, Minnesota, from 1977-1981, and prior to taking
his teaching position at Dordt, he was the
Management
Systems
Analyst
for the
National Association
of State Units on
Aging in Washington D.C.
De Jong and his wife Sharon (Vander
Heide), also a 1975 graduate of Dordt
College, have three children.

In his lecture on November 17 entitled
"Burning
the Wooden Shoes," Professor
James C. Schaap discussed the relationship between ethnlclty
and faith in the
Christian Reformed Church.
members tend to see the church as a more
broadly institutionalized organism. These differences came about, said Schaap, because
of a difference in the era of immigration.
"I'm
suggesting,
therefore,"
said
Schaap, "that burning the wooden shoes
may function better as catchy rhetoric than
thoughtful advice. Dutchness in the CRC is
a complex matter."
Schaap later discussed the idea that
ethnicity has fused the CRC into something
tribal
in spirit.
"Many
recognize
the
problems of the denomination's exclusivity,
but like Editor Kuyvenhoven, blame the
problem solely on the church's ethnicity,
using that term in the very shallow sense."
Members of the CRC appreciate
a
heritage that is especially doctrinal, said
Schaap, the doctrine of the covenant, but
this can be mistaken for a kind of ecclesiastical elitism, "especially
when that
reliance
keeps the denomination
from
fellowship with non-Dutch, doctrinally conservative
churches,"
said
Schaap.
{ContinllPrJ on p,lW'
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From the President's Pen ...
by Dr. l.B. Hulst

Our Commitment
On October 23,1982, I was inaugurated
as the second president of Dordt College.
That was a very important
day for me.
In the presence of God and those gathered
in the auditorium, I accepted the office of
president of the college with all the rights,
privileges, and responsibilities
of that office. It was sobering to hear representatives
of the student body, alumni, faculty, church,
and the academic community
remind me of
my responsibilities.
It was thrilling to hear
and to
participate
in the
litany
of
inauguration.
It was encouraging
to receive
assurances
of prayerful
support
from

colleagues, family, and friends. No part of
that day and experience will be forgotten.
October 23,1982 was also an important
day for Dordt College-its
board, faculty,
administration,
student
body, and con-

stituents.
By means of the inauguration
Dordt College said something
not only
about its president, but also about itself.
The inaugural program made clear that the
Dordt community:
- acknowledges
the sovereignty of God
over all of life, including education.
- is conscious of living always and everywhere in covenantal
fellowship
with
God, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
- sees Christ as the King over all, who
summons the redeemed to work for the
expression of His Kingdom everywhere.
- understands that its task is to prepare
Christian young people, by means of
scripturally-oriented
higher education,
to advance the claims of Christ over all
areas of life.

- is aware of its complete dependence
upon God for His favor and blessing.
This was the testimony Dordt College
presented to those who were in attendance
at the inaugural
ceremony.
It was a
testimony made in the prayers, songs, choir
anthem
and litany, as well as in the
inaugural address. And it was a "testimony
that was heard. People from various parts of
society indicated-by
telephone calls, letters, and personal conversation-that
it
was clear that Dordt College takes seriously
its commitment
to Reformed,
Christian
Higher education.
This reaction should please us-our
educational
confession
of faith has been
heard and noted, even by people who are
not well-acquainted
with the Reformed
world-view. But this reaction should also
challenge us. Dordt College must be what it
said it is, i.e., it must be evident that the
Dordt community does indeed live coven antally before a sovereign God. To that end the
board must establish policies which set a
truly biblical direction for the college. The
faculty must continually
seek "to acquire
and transmit
genuine Christian
insight."
The president and the administration
must
work hard to set a tone and maintain an en·
vironment in which the work of the college
can be effectively performed. The students
must take seriously their responsibility
to
learn in preparation for their kingdom task.
And the constituents,
recognizing
the
Kingship
of Christ
in the sphere
of
education, must continue to promote and
support the work of the college.
The presidential
inauguration
was an
exciting event. Through it Dordt said many
things about its commitment
to Christian
higher education. It is essential that the
college now put what it said into practice.

Evening Courses Offered
Second Semester

Dr. Daryl Funk, a Sioux Center veterinarian, shows several students some examples of the
reproductive system of a cow during the Northwest Iowa Dairy Youth Expo held November 20
on Dordt's campus and at the Agriculture Stewardship Center's dairy facility_ The Expo, spcnsored in conjunction
with Iowa State University, attracted approximately
175 students from
Dordt College, 10 local and area high schools, and 4·H Clubs in the area.

During the second semester of
the 1982·83 school year, four evening
courses will be offered on campus as
part of Dordt's continuing education
program. The evening courses are
regular credit courses designed for
traditional
students
but also for
adults/non-traditional
students in the
local area. The four courses
are
Technology
and Society, Grammar
and Composition,
Africa
and the
Middle
East, and The Scriptures.
Courses begin Tuesday, January 18 at
6:45 p.m.
For more information
contact
Abraham Bos, Associate
Academic
Dean, at 722·3771, extension 6036.
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Soccer Team Ends Season
for Intercollegiate Athletics championship,
season with a 10·7·1 record.
,

I

7-

Back Row (L to R): Roger Fedders, manager, Denver, CO; Darryl
De Ruiter, Escalon, CA; Gerrit Brouwer, Escondido, CA; Rudy Folkerts,
Chilliwack, BC; John Wessell us, Bowmanvllle, ON; Craig Tinklenberg,
Highland, IN; Sandy Fedders, trainer, Denver, CO; Quentin Van Essen,
coach.
Middle

Row (L to R): Albert

Zantingh,

Smithville,

ON; Mark

Steggerda, Maryland Heights, MO; Terry Schaap, Sioux Falls, SO;
Harv Van Egmond, Escondido, CA; Don Top, Everson, WA; Jack
Benthem, Monroe, WA; Bill Elgersma, Caistor Center, ON.
Front Row (L to R): Cal Struyk, Sioux Center, IA; Rick Helllnga,

Sioux Center, IA; Barrett Brown, Bellingham, WA; Ivan Bleyenberg,
Edgerton, MN; Steve Powell, Anderson, CA; Dave Vis, Lander, BC;
Fred Verwoerd, Whitby, ON; Jack Boeve, Kearney, MO.
Though the Dordt College soccer team finished its 1982-83
season with a loss to Marycrest College in the National Association

they still ended their final

Early in the season, the soccer team competed in a tournament
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and returned to Dordt with the second
place trophy. On September 17 and 18 the team travelled to Trinity
Christian College in Chicago and took first place in the Invitational
there.
According to Coach Quentin Van Essen, the team was very
young this year with only two seniors, Bill Elgersma and Mark
Steggerda, who will both graduate off the team. Elgersma was the
only returning starter for the team this year, but, said Van Essen, with
the exception of Elgersma, the entire starting lineup will be back next
year.
Two key players for the team were Don Top and Rudy Folkerts.
Top, who will return to the team next year, was named the team's
most valuable player, scoring 22 goals in 18 games. He was also
chosen the team's most valuable offensive player. Folkerts, said Van
Essen, also did very well. Folkerts was named the team's most
valuable defensive player.
"We lost some key players last year," said Van Essen, "but there
was some key freshmen talent in Darryl De Ruiter, Rick Hellinga and
Cal Struyk. These three played an awful lot, and really did a lot for
us."
Van Essen has been coaching the soccer team for three years.
Prior to that time, the soccer team was a club on campus comprised
mainly of Canadian players. With an increase in high school soccer
programs in the U.S., Dordt's soccer team is now more evenly balanced between Canadian and American players.
"It's now more evident that soccer is becoming an American
sport as well," said Van Essen. He added that on the high school as
well as on the college level, soccer allows a lot of kids to participate,
is not nearly as costly as some other sports, and is excellent for
physical conditioning.

J ongsma Receives Ph.D. Degree
In 1969 Jongsma received his bachelor
of science degree from Calvin College in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. He received his
master's degree from Western Michigan
University in Kalamazoo in 1970.
He has been a member
of the
Mathematical Association of America since
1970; a member of the Canadian Society for
the History and Philosophy of Mathematics
since 1975; and a member of the History of
Science Society since 1980.

Calvin
Jongsma,
who
teaches
mathematics
and computer
science
at
Dordt,
successfully
passed
his
Ph.D.
defense in mid-November, and will receive
his doctorate degree from the University of
Toronto in Ontario this winter.
Jongsma followed a joint program in
mathematics and the history of science at
the
University
of
Toronto.
He
was
Mathematics
Editor/Author
at
the
Curriculum Development Centre in Toronto
before taking his teaching position at Dordt.

Beef Animals
Arrive
On Wednesday, November 24, 92 beef
animals arrived from Montana to form the
nucleus of the beef-feeding
program at
Dordt's recently-purchased
beef and swine
facility. The animals ranged in weight from
400-600 pounds. Funds to purchase the
animals were donated by friends of the
college from Northwest Iowa.

Schaap - Continued from Page 1

Evangelism, he said, is often viewed as a
rival culture, and "many members of the
CRC are critical of the perceived reluctance
andfor inability of church members to give
open and free expression
of their faith,
especially in public."
In conclusion,
Schaap
said
that
ethnicity is complex and reaches into both
the
denomination's
strengths
and
weaknesses. The ethnic heritage of the
CRC members is reflected in the way they
view their God, themselves, and in the manner in which they view their church against
the larger culture around them.
"Because of the complex nature of the
ethnic tradition of the CRC," said Schaap,
"it seems clear that while wooden shoes
may burn and accents may disappear, the
deep Dutch heritage will remain accessible
to students of ethnicity for many years to
come."
Schaap's CRC Family Portrait series
was recently published in book form by the
Christian Reformed Board of Publications.
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Ne\Nsbriefs
Boot Attends Workshop
Case Boot, associate
professor
of
linguistics, attended a workshop in Storm
Lake, Iowa, on October 16. The workshop,
said Boot, was for foreign language people
and English as a Second Language (ESL)
people. College, high school and elementary school persons attended. Boot presented a lecture entitled "You are Wrong!
I am OU!," (the place of error in teaching a
second language). Boot's ESL practicum
class was also there and had a session
together on the materials to be used in
teaching ESL.

Vander Kooi, Veenstra
Attend Convention
On November 4-6, Daryl Vander Kooi
and Charles Veenstra, both professors of
communication,
attended the national convention
of the Speech Communication
Association at Louisville, Kentucky. Vander
Kooi presented a paper entitled "Talentoriented
Group
Leadership,
the Small
Group and Implications for Organizations."

Vander Zee has
Research Published
Another paper has been published on
the research of Dr. Delmar Vander Zee,
titled "Plastid development in seedlings of
fchinochloil
cru.~-gillli var: otvricote
under
anoxic germination conditions."
The paper
was published in Planra, a Germany-based
international
journal which is considered
one of the top four journals that publish
botanical research.
The research system using Echinochloa
(a grass) is proving
especially
fruitful
because it examines the development of the
whole plant or its parts under conditions in
which most plants do not grow, i.e. without
oxygen. The research team (with whom
Vander
Zee
collaborates,
based
at
Washington
State
University)
is also
looking at metabolism of sugars, alcohol.
lipids, and inhibitors of this plant.
This past August at a conference on
plant stress held in Belgium, research from
the team, including data from Vander Zee's
work, was presented in a paper by A.A.
Kennedy,
who directs
the Echinochloa
project. According
to Vander Zee, plant
biologists from around the world expressed
a great deal of interest as information from
this plant research system is being presented in papers and at conferences.

Hodgson Asked to Write Book
Richard
G.
Hodgson,
associate
professor of astronomy, was recently asked
to write a short book expanding his article
"Our
Environmental
Stewardship."
Ac·
cording to the letter Hodgson received, the
editor of Spectrum Books of Englewood
Cliffs, New Jersey, said, "Such a volume
might have potential
for our Phalarope
Series in natural history, or our new Steeple
Series in reltqion-c-or perhaps both series."

Dordl College
Sioux Center. Iowa 51250

Koldenhoven Directs Play
James
Koldenhoven,
associate
professor of English, will direct "vardfey'a
Lives," February 22-26,1983 in Dordt's New
World Theatre. "Yardley's Lives" is a twoact comedy written by Barry Crush, a 1982
graduate of Dordt College. According to
Koldenhoven, the play may be entered next
year in the American
College Theat. e
Festival.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No.6
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McCarthy Speaks
at Conference,
Has Book Published
On October 28 and 29 Dr. Rockne
McCarthy attended an educational
conference in Detroit, Michigan, sponsored by
the Michigan
Association
of Nonpublic
Schools
(MANS). McCarthy's
sectional,
titled "The Private School in American
Society," dealt with the Nineteenth Century
"Choice for a Change," and demonstrated
how the norms for public justice demand a
new "choice"
which will disestablish
the
public school, thus creating a pluralist
government funding for all schools.
Disestablishment
a Second Time: Genuine
Pluralism for American Schools. a book written
by McCarthy, James W. Skillen and William
A. Harper was recently published by the
Christian University Press, a subsidiary of
Eerdmans Publishing Company. According
to the book's forwording
comments, the
book "aims primarily to examine critically
the place and function of schools in the
American republic and to suggest some
structural
changes
that could
lead to
greater educational justice. A complement
to the widely acclaimed Society, Stale and
Schools
(Eerdmans,
1981), this
book
stresses
the actual
philosophical
and
historical context of education in America.
The authors persuasively show what needs
to be changed in American schools and,
more importantly,
why such change is
right."
McCarthy
is professor
of political
science and Dordt College Studies Institute
Fellow in American Studies.

Helder Attends RA Workshop
Karen Helder, director of resident life,
attended a Resident Advisor (RA) workshop
at Northwestern
College in Orange City,
Iowa, on October 16. She spoke on "The RA
as Friend and Counselor" and led two workshops on coping with stress.

Venhuizen Attends Seminar
This past summer, Kenneth Venhuizen,
associate professor of sociology and social
work, attended
a six-week seminar on
"Ethical Issues in the Human Services" at
the State University
of New York in
Binghamton, New York. The seminar was
sponsored by the National Endowment for
the Humanities.

